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Growth in the Care of Older Patients
by Hospitalists in the United States

Kuo, Ph.D., Gulshan Sharma, M.D., M.P.H., Jean L Freeman,
and James § win, M.D

h.D.,

ABSTHRACT

BACKGROUND
Mational and population-based information on the increase in patient care by hos-
pitalist= in the United States is lacking.

METHODS
Usingz 2 5% sample of Medicare beneficiaries in 1995, 1997, 1999, and the period
from 200 through 2006, we identified 120,226 physicians in general internal med-
icine who were providing care to older patients in 5800 U.S. hospitals. We defined
hospitalists as general internists who derived 90% or more of their Medicare claims
fior evaluation-and-management services from the care of hospitalized patients. We
then calculated the percemtage of all inpatient Medicare services provided by hospi-
talists and identified patient and hospital characteristics associzied with the receipt
of hospitalist sarvices.

RESULTS
The percentage of physicians in general internal medicine who were identified as
hospit creased from 5.9% in 1995 to 1900 in 2004, and the percentage of
all elaims for inpatient evaluation-and-management services by general internists
thar were attributed to hospitalists increased from 9.1% 10 37.1% during this same
period. Accompanying the increase in care by hospitalisis was an increase in the
percentage of 2ll hospitalized Medicare patients who were treated by peneral inter-
nisis (both hospitalisis and iraditional, non-hospital-based general inlernisis), from
A6.4% in 1995 1o 610 in 2006. In a multilevel, multiviriable analysis comrolling
for patient and hospital characteristics, the odds of receiving care from a hospitalist
increased by 20.2% per year from 1997 theoagh 2006. Tn 2006, there was marked

peographic varlation in the rates of care provided by hospitalists, with rates of

mere than M0% in some hospital-refereal regions.

COMELUSIONS
These ana Iysh of data rwn- Medi icare ci:nms sh‘md a wl\suntul increase in the
care of hos zed b liys from 1995 to 006,
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Resident Satisfaction on an Academic
Hospitalist Service: Time to Teach

driven by cost con-
+ and quality of care improvement (1-9

incorporating hospizalists into &
. have profound effects on resident education
s have been made to rigorously
¥ comparing residents with

resident learning—but the natur
clear. On the one hand, the
e and education may improve the educe-
onment; on the other hand, the hospitalists’
- presence on the wards may limit housestaff au-
tonomy and may compromise their exposure to different
faculty members’ personalitcs, research interests, and
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Questionnaire Design
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